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WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, SD
Serving the Classes of The Great ’50’s Decade.  Photos and Stories Requested!

Published by Jack M. Phillips ’54.   jackmp@me.com
2261 Lauren Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89134    Cell 702-496-3667

Editor’s Note: PLEASE READ:  On ALL O&B publications containing MORE THAN ONE PAGE YOU 
MAY NEED TO EITHER DOUBLE CLICK ON THE FIRST PAGE, OR DOWNLOAD THE EMAIL IN 

ORDER TO OPEN AND VIEW ALL ADDITIONAL PAGES. Jack

ONE NEW PATRON
WELCOME & THANK YOU!

May 18-21           WHS O&B #8-21

John Hisel ’57
WHS Senior Photo
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Patron
John Hisel ‘57

John

John Hisel ’57
WHS Senior Photo

Wanda Coffield ’57
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

right photo:
John Hisel ’57
Vacationing in 

Cancun, 
Mexico

March, 2021
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On May 5, 2021, Royce Adams ‘58 <Litljump@aol.com> wrote:

 Not everything you see is what you think you see ------ 
 Many years ago, about 2005, I worked in the Sioux Falls School District as a Behavior 
Specialist. My job was to maintain a level of respect and good behavior among the kids at 
Lowell Elementary School. The job was an enjoyable one and I actually had more fun 

than a person should have at one's work. 
 One late afternoon the frustrated music teacher came to my office and she was very 
upset. She told me that her fifth grade music class kids were unruly and disrespectful. 
She said she just could not get control of the class and could I please help her to do so. 

I told her I would be in her classroom the next morning. 
  The next day I appeared in the "corner" of the class room and all the kids came in and took their 
places on the small "stage" of tiers. I was noticed of course and rather suspiciously looked over by the 
kids. 
  Class began and I held a clip board up enough so all could see it. As the class progressed I kept 
writing on my clip board and I saw that I definitely was being noticed by the students. The class went very 
smoothly and I walked out before it was over. 
  The next day the music teacher came to my office, after she had her fifth grade music period, and 
told me that all went great. The kids listened and participated nicely and she thanked me for my 
assistance. Then she asked "Just what were you writing down on the clipboard, student names and their 
behavior, or what?" 
I told her that through the class period, using the clip board, I was solving the Argus Leader crossword 
puzzle. 
  Not everything you see is what you think you see. 
  Royce Adams '58

Royce Adams ’58
WHS Senior Photo
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On May 5, 2021, at 10:12 PM, Robert J Solem ‘53 
<skyking.rjs@gmail.com> wrote:

Good evening,  Jack,
While visiting by phone today with longtime friend and 1953 

WHS grad, Joan  Perrenoud, I mentioned how much I enjoy reading 
your O & B issues.
She, too  would like to get the O & B.
I hope you able and willing to add Joan to your O & B mailing list

RE the recent O & B
The raccoon Bill Simpson ‘53 is holding in the photo Loren Little 
’59 sent you was known as "Zip" to the Camp Tepeetonka.staff.  He 
had been found abandoned early in the camping season, possibly 
during the annual Zip Feeds customer appreciation camp (hence his 
name), throughout that summer he became increasingly more friendly 
with staff members.  The last "camp" each summer was the "work 
camp" when a few staff would stay behind to close the camp and make 
it ready winter.  At the end of our work day we would wade into the 
swimming area to clean up and cool down. On one such occasion we 
were surprised to see "Zip" swimming out to join us.  The last time I 
saw him, he was standing at the end of the dock and crying after us as 
we left the island for the mainland and home.  (In those days Camp 
Tepeetonka was on an island in Big Stone Lake)  I was told that Zip 
had later been given to the Sioux Falls zoo.

Thank you again, Jack, for your O & B issues which bring to mind 
such good memories from the past!

With best wishes,
Bob Solem ’53 Bridgewater High School

Bob Solem ’53
Bridgewater, SD 

Señor Photo

Joan Perrenoud ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Bill Simpson ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Loren Little ’59
WHS Senior Photo

On May 10, 2021, Jeffrey Herbert ‘74 
<herbertj@sio.midco.net> wrote:
Dear Jack—
        Please add Jeff Tobin, WHS teacher and new 
boys head basketball coach (his feet are big 
enough to fit the shoes—he is an outstanding 
young man). Jeff is very interested in WHS 
History---and there is no better venue than your 
ORANGE AND BLACK – the way of the 1950’s is 

so memorable----
       Thanks Jack----and enjoy, Jeff Herbert ’74

See next page for more on Jeff Tobin.

Jeff Herbert ’74
WHS Senior Photo

Jeff Tobin
WHS New Basketball

Coach
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Jeff Tobin, New WHS Men’s Basketball Coach.
Jeff Tobin, who has spent time as an assistant coach with both of the Warrior basketball teams, has 

been tabbed to replace Craig Nelson as boys head basketball coach.  
Tobin, a Langford High and Northern State alum, was an assistant coach with the WHS girls 

basketball team last season, helping the Warriors to their first Class AA state championship since 2015. He 
is currently in his seventh year at Washington High. 

“Jeff is an outstanding young coach,” Washington girls basketball coach Jamie Parish said. “He has 
been a huge part of the success that we’ve had the last few years. I’m sad to see him move on, but could 
not be more excited for this opportunity that he has in front of him. He’s going to do awesome things for 
Warrior basketball.”

Thanks to Walt Leyse ’50   waltleyse@hotmail.com 
for sharing the 18 page dossier he wrote for his descendants covering his growing up 
years in Sioux Falls and attending WHS.  I think this is such a thoughtful and valuable gift 
for all of us to leave to our children, grandchildren, etc..

I would have appreciated and valued it so much if my grandparents would have left 
more detailed stories on their early lives.   Once a person dies so much history and 

valuable accounts of their life sadly dies with them.  I would give anything to know more 
about my Grandfather Browning riding a bicycle in the great Oklahoma Indiana Territory 
Land Rush of 1889 to claim land for the first of his 16 banks throughout the State of 
Oklahoma.  And to know more about my Grandpa Phillips being elected the first Sheriff 

of Coal County Okla. when Oklahoma became a state in 1907.
I hope Walt’s thoughtfulness to preserve a record of his early life for his descendants will motivate 

many of you to do the same for yours.  AND then of course share your memoirs with the O&B.
Of course 18 pages was  considerably more than the O&B can handle, so I have hand picked the 

paragraphs I thought would be the most interesting to the O&B readers.  Jack

FOR MY KIDS
  OR

GROWING UP IN SIOUX FALLS

Walt Leyse ’50
WHS Senior Photo

Walt Leyse

mailto:waltleyse@hotmail.com
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Fibber McGee & Molly
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Don Modica ’57
WHS Senior Photo

End of War In Europe
Celebrated In Sioux Falls

“Wildest Night of My Life”  
Stan Kenton
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“Every parade needs a clown (or two!)  Don 
Modica and Walt Leyse saved the day!!

Doris Benson Leyse ’50
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased 

Type to enter text

End of Excerpts From Walt Leyse ’50 Memoirs.
Thanks you Walt.
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